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LET A PRO REFINISH OR REPAINT YOUR BATHTUB
Dear Mr. HandyPerson: In one of your columns last year, you addressed bathtubs and how to cover a colored tub. You indicated the best solution was to use a tub liner. 

When we bought our house, which is about 120 years old, the downstairs bathroom had those wonderful (ugh) pink bathroom fixtures. We've replaced the sink and the toilet with white, but the tub remains a problem. The room is extremely small. My husband says that to remove the old tub, we'd have to remove everything from the bathroom and the door frame, as well, and even then it might not fit. (So how'd they get the dang thing in there, eh?) 

At any rate, we tried the painting route. My husband did everything as recommended (acid wash, roughing the surface, etc.), but the stuff eventually bubbles and peels off. I can't even clean it decently anymore for fear of peeling more off. We've done it three times already, but once again it looks awful. 

My husband checked our local home supply stores and none seem to have tub liners. Where else can we find them? My husband is trying to ignore the problem, hoping it will just go away. Any suggestions would be greatly appreciated! -- Cathy, Wausau, Wis. 

Dear Cathy: First off, Mr. HandyPerson was not the person who wrote about tub liners, last year or ever. He's vaguely aware that such things exist, but he knows little about where to find one that fits properly or how to install it, and would not have recommended this approach in any event. 

To address your question about how they got the tub in there in the first place, since it was clearly not original to your 120-year-old home, chances are the bathroom remodel was a major project. They may very well have removed part of the exterior wall to get the tub in and then rebuilt the wall afterward. 

But getting back to the problem at hand, Mr. HP would have advised, had you asked him back before you started trying to paint the tub, that you not do this yourself and instead hire a local professional tub-, tile- and sink-refinishing company. With the latest paint job failing like the first two, this is still his advice. Look in your Yellow Pages under "Bathtubs and Sinks, Repairs and Refinishing." 

Over the years, Mr. HandyPerson has gotten the most positive feedback (and, maybe more important, no complaints) from people who used a franchise called Miracle Method Surface Restoration. You can call the toll-free number, 1-800-444-8827, to see if there is a dealer in your area who uses the company's proven methods and offers a five-year warranty against peeling or adhesion failure for bathtubs, wall tile and fiberglass fixtures. For additional information, you can also check the Web site at www.miraclemethod.com. 

There are, of course, other reputable tub and tile refinishers, both franchised and independent operators. For any company you choose, make sure to ask for and check out a number of customer references. And, as with any contractor you might hire, don't be shy about checking with the Better Business Bureau or other consumer agencies to see if there are outstanding complaints. 

Bathtub-, tile- and sink-refinishing technology has come a long way in a few decades. It can offer virtually any color choice you desire, and a job properly done can be expected to hold up well for 10 or more years. The cost savings over replacing a tub are dramatic, and refinishing has kept thousands of bathtubs and sinks out of landfills, another significant plus. 

Mr. HP is sorry you went through three frustrating do-it-yourself tub painting projects before he could steer you toward professional refinishing, as he has with readers a few times over the last decade, but he is sure you will be a lot happier with the results. 

He notes, too, with a little irony, that fashions change, and many people are now using refinishing to restore 1940s and 1950s bathroom fixtures and ceramic tile to their original colors, such as light blue, black, mint green and, yes, pink. 



(Editors: For editorial questions, contact Greg Melvin, gmelvin@amuniversal.com.) 
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