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	Abstract (Document Summary)

	The first step is to remove the caulk and any residue and mineral deposits with chemical cleaners. Any chips, dents, scratches or rust are cleaned, filled and sanded. If the rust appears to be deep, a plumber is called in to remove the drain so that the underside of the tub can be repaired.
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WEEKEND WARRIOR.

Q. The finish on my 60-year-old bathtub is worn and hard to clean. The floor and wall are in good condition, so I don't want to replace the tub. What do you know about refinishing?

Sharon Mosetich, Villa Park

A. If you want a new look for your bathroom but don't want to spend thousands of dollars replacing a tub, then refinishing can be a good value. You can hire a refinishing contractor to do the job or do it yourself.

Bonnie Lamondi, of Miracle Method in Chicago and Evanston, said her company uses a two-day approach that includes cleaning, sanding and coating the tub with several applications coats of acrylic urethane enamel.

The first step is to remove the caulk and any residue and mineral deposits with chemical cleaners. Any chips, dents, scratches or rust are cleaned, filled and sanded. If the rust appears to be deep, a plumber is called in to remove the drain so that the underside of the tub can be repaired.

To refinish the surface, the company uses a bonding agent that takes 24 hours to cure. The next day, the tub is buffed and polished. The cost is about $300, she said.

Do-it-yourselfers can buy tub refinishing kits that include polymer coatings and chemical cleaners. Other tools and materials needed for the job may include a high-volume, low-pressure spray gun, a respirator (to protect against fumes), palm sander and sandpaper, masking tape, paper and caulk.

To maintain the finish, homeowners are reminded to stay away from abrasive cleaners and chlorine.

----------

Have a question about home repair or maintenance? Send a note to Home Remedies, Your Place, Chicago Tribune, 435 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago IL 60611, or e-mail yourplace@tribune.com. Include your name, address and phone number.
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