



How to Fix Your Life in 2006

Our reporters offer 15 strategies to save money and time.
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• The Problem: You like the vintage look of your bathroom fixtures, but find the wear, discoloration -- or simply the color -- unpalatable.
 
• The Fix: You can have old tile, tubs and sinks professionally refinished to their original splendor.
 
Franchises such as Bathcrest, Miracle Method and Perma-Glaze specialize in re-enameling old fixtures, as do many local firms. The process generally works like this: After a thorough cleaning, chips and cracks are filled in and repaired. Then, a multistep process may be used that involves applying an adhesive bonding agent, which allows the enamel to "stick" to the original porcelain surface. The surface is then primed before a coat of paint is applied.

Customers can pick any color they want. For an extra charge, the firms can often custom-mix paints to match the color in wallpaper or even bath towels. Miracle Method says that the cost of replacing a bathtub can easily cost more than $2,000 if you include costs ranging from demolition to a new tub. Refinishing an existing tub, however, only costs somewhere between $400 and $550. Besides comparing prices, ask if the work is guaranteed for a number of years.

--Anne Marie Chaker

